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SAL  COMBE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNC  IL . 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH1  S  REPORT  fob  THE  YEAR 

mped  3ist  DEcSi^Sfc,"  — 


Medical  Officer  ,  of  health  :  Dr.  W .  C.  SMALES,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P., 

D.P.H, 

:  Dr .  R,  H.  DUMMETT,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

' ,§l^g§^iMgy_iInsj? e c tor  :  Mr.  R.  J.  NICHOLS,  A.M.I.&.E., 

,  .  .  ■  ^.V'  •  V  .  A.I.A.S.,  M.R.San.I. 

llr.  CHAIRMAN  and  GENTLEMEN, 

,  :  1  beg  tD  Present  my  Report  for  the  year  ended  3lst  December,  1954 
The  health  of  the  District  has *c ontinued  to  be  satisfactory. 

STA  TISTICS^AITO  S 0 C  j^L_C Oj  jM T  IONS  -  OF _T  HE  .  AREA  *. 

Area  "in  acres)  ;  1,297. 

Population  s  The  xio^iiatrcr  General*  <?  p  f*  -4-u_  *. 

papulation  -  2,460.  ^enoraj.  s  e  stimate  a  f  the  resident 

BooksNU?bG'928f  ;i'llllabite<i  hpuses  ^end  Di>  1954)  according  to  the  Rate 

Rateable  Value  :  £24,764*  . 

Sun  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  j  £96.  ’  '■ 

VITAL  STA TISTTHfl. 


Live  Births  j 


Legitimate 
Illegitima  te 


TOTAL 

~"2T 


M 

9 


F 

16 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  ;  10. 16. 

BirthfTVL  NIL™  '  NIL‘  Rate  P®r  i.OOO  total  (live  and  still) 

population^  A  14^63.Death  R3te  P6r  1,000  °f  the  animated  resident 


2 


DEATHS  (from  Puerperal  Causes)  ?  NIL* 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  under  one  year  of  age  :  NIL* 

DEATH  RATE  -  ’ll  Infants  per  ;ls000  Live  Births  s  NIL* 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000 
"  Legitima  t-e-  Live  Births  :  NIL* 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000 
Illegitimate  Live  Births  s  NIL. 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  under  4  "weeks  of  a ge  s  NIL* 

■  '  *  “■■■*. 


-  'CAUSES  OF  DEATH.  ,.o  RV- 

* ~  •  -  ■  ;  ■  • 

‘•1*  Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System  . * 

2.  Other  forms  .of,  Tuberculosis  •••  • . . . . . 

3*-  Syphilitis  Disease  . . . . . .  .*.  ••• 

4  •  Diphtheria  . . . .  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

5*  Whooping  Cough  . . . ... 

6.  Meningoccal  Infections  . . . . 

7*  Acute  Poliomyelitis  .tv  . . .  ••• 

8*  Measles  ..*  *..  . . . . .  ••• 

9.  Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Disease  . . 

10*  Malignant,  Neoplasm,  Stomach  ...  ...  ...  . . 

11*  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus  . . . 

12*  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  . •••  ... 

13  •  Ma  ligna  nt  Ne  opla  sm,  Uterus  ...  ...  .... ......  ...  ... 

14i  Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms,...  ...  ;•* 

15*  Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  ....  ...  ...  ...  . . . 

16 ;  Diabetes.. . . . . 

17 •  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  . . 

18.  Coronary  Disease,  Angina  . 

19 •  Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease . . . 

20*  Other  Heart  Disease .  ...  . 

21*  Other  Circulatory  Disease  . .  ...  ...  •••  • 

22*  Inf  luenza  . . . . . .  •  •  • 

23#  Pneumonia  •••  . . 

24'.  Bronchitis  . . .  •••  •••  . 

25*  Other  Disease  of  Respiratory  System . .  ...  ... 

2o.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . 

27*  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  . . . . 

28*  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . .  ...  .. . 

29*  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  ...  . . .  . . 

30.  Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  Abortion  . . .  ... 

31*  Congenital  Malformations  . . . 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  Diseases.  ...  ...  ... 

33.  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ...  . . . 

34.  All  , other  Accidents . .  . . . 

35«  Suicide  . . . . .  •  . . . 

36.  Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  . . . . 


M 
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1 

1 


F 


2 

1 

1 

1 


1 

1 
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I  on  I  rH  H  OJ  I 


M  ^  M 


The  conditions  of  occupation  and  of  environment  have  not  had 
a  prejudicial  influence  on  the  general  h  ealth  or  mortality. 
Salcombe  is  well-known  as  a  holiday  resort  and  yachting  centre. 
During  the  summer  months  -  June  to  September  -  the 'copula tion 
is  practically  doubled  by  the  influx  of  visitors. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 

3f  the  Authority  are  a  Medical 

Officer  of  nealth  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  tlx  Plympton 
Q^T>^r1?,nd-D^:L?'P:S:r^e  RuraJ  ar}d  Urban  Districts,  Kingsbridge  and 
Devonf Wate-^Boa^d) tary  and  Medical  Officer  of  the  South 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (occasional). 

One  full-time  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 

LABOR ATOMY  FACILITIES . 

Q^^Tne  Pub;lia  Health  Laboratory  Service  provide  a  service  at  the 
South  Devon  a  nd  East  Cornwall  Hospital,  Plymouth,  for  the 

3r.C0Qmunicable  disease,  and  the  examination  of  milk, 
water  supplies,  ice-cream  and  foodstuffs  etc. 

~  ^  Laboratory  is  of  great  assistance,  and  I  am  grateful 

tor  their  willing  co-operation  at  all  times. 

M££INATI0N  M^IMUNISATIOW  are  carried  out  through  the  General 
Practieioner  service  or  at  Schools,  School  Clinics  and  Infant  ‘ 
SG^ipPQCentSeS  ?y  the  County  Council  through  the  County  Health 

.  S!r-Pplies  diphtheria  Antigen  can  be  obtained  from  the 
?^hycMed\Cal  2*£^Gr»  45, --St. David*  s  Hill9Exeter,  and  Vaccine 
Exeter^1*0121  ^  Publlc  KGalth  Laooratory  Service,  7,  Dix*s  Field, 

|S^f^^~%-c^^^^SPITAL  provide  16  beds  for  patients  from 
Kingsbridge a  nd  the  surrounding  districts  •  — ’ 

Men»s  Ward  . . °  d  beds 

Women's  Ward  . .  ...  .*  S  beds 

Children’s  Cots  **  . . ..I  ! I*  2 

Private  Wards  . !!  ’.!*  2  (1  bed  each). 

ISOtflTION  HORPTTar. 

Hoso-itaieS  °£,I-?£StFus  Disease  are  sent  to  the  Scott  Isolation 

on  hehab  o/hJ  o  ar?' re?°Ved  by  the  Piymauth  Ambulance  Service 
on  oenaif  of  the  Devon  County  Council,  ' r. 

MOTIVES. 


Midwives  Act  is  administered  by  the  County  Council  which 
investigates  cases  of  Maternal  Mortality  and  Puerperal  Disease. 

practising  Midwife  in  the  district. 


There  is  ono 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRE . 

There  is  a  centre  in  Salcombe  which  is  open  on  the  1st  and 
3rd  Wednesdays  in  each  month. 

VENEREAL  D ISEASES  TREATMENT. 

At  the  Venereal  Disease  Department,  city  Hospital,  Plymouth, 
Female  in-patients  are  also  sent  to  St.  Mary’s  Home,  Exeter. 

A  refund  of  rail  or  ’bus  fare  can  be  made  in  suitable  cases  by 
applying  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Centre  or  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer. 

Treatment  is  also  available  from  a  certain  number  of  selected 
ueneral  Medical  Practitioners  specially  approved  for  the  purpose 
by  the  Ministry  oi  Health.  There  is  one  such  Practitioner  in 
Mod oury  and  another  at  Kingsbridge. 

X^RAYS. 

u  , ,  TJ?e.^e^ional  .Hospital  Board  have  apparatus  for  examinations 
at  their  Chest  Clinics  at  Exeter,  Torquay,  Barnstaplo  and 
Plymouth. 


OPEN-AIR  SCHOOL. 

The  Devon  County  Council  maintain  a  residential  home  for 
the  rehabilitation  of  delicate  and  debilitated  children  at 
Oaklands  Park,  Dawlish.  There  is  also  an  open-air  school  for 
delicate  children  a  t  Torquay. 

ORTHOPAEDIC  TREATMENT  is  available  through  the  Devon  Orthopaedic 
Association  as  in-pa tiemts  at  Exeter  and  Plymouth.  For  out¬ 
patients,  there  is  a  Clinic  at  Mings  bridge  and  the  Southwest 
Clinic  which  deals  with  this  district  -as  well,  is  held  at  Hartley 
House,  Manna  mead ,  Plymouth.  ... . 

AMBULANCE  SERVICES.  ^  .  ‘ 

The  Ambulance  Service  throughout  Devon  is  operated  in 
accordance  with  Section  27  (2)  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
194o,  through  the  agency  of  the  Voluntary  Organisations. 

Infectious  cases  in  the  Plymouth  Infectious  Area  are  carried,  by 
agreement,  in  the  Plymouth  Infectious  Ambulance. 


NQTJZM_BLE  DISEASE  ( OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR,  1954 . 


Disease. 

: '  "  .  - 

Whooping  Cough. 


Total  cases  notified. 

42 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1954 


Periods 


1-5 
5  -  io 
10  -  20 
20  -  25 
25  -  35 
35  -  45 
45  -  55 
55  -  70 

70  and 
over. 

TOTALS. 


NEW,  CASES'. 

Respiratory  •  Non-Respirat  ory . 

M  F 


M 

1 

1 

1 


F 

to* 

1 


DEATHS . 

Respiratory.  Non-Respira tory 

Respiratory. 

M  F  M  F 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  A  REA. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  soiree  of  the  water  for  the  district  is  the  Moorland  Supply 
from  So"th  Brent.  The  distribution  is  now  maintained  by  the  South 
Devon  Water  card.  The  supply  is  satisfactory  in  quality  and 
quantity. 

41  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination. 


The  results  were  as  follows  s- 

Ministry  of  Health  classification  for  piped  supplies • 

Class  3.  Class  4.  TOTAL. 

4  11  ‘  41 

Three  samples  were  taken  of  spring  water  in  the  district,  which 
wore  very  satisfactory. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING . 

A  weekly  collection  of  refuse  in  all  parts  of  the  district  has 
oeen  carried  out,  A  wire  cage  was  constructed  at  the  tip  to  prevent 
refuse  and  tins  being  washed  out  by* the  tido  before  being  covered  up. 


Class  l. 
21 


Class  2. 

5 


HOUSING. 


The  Council  does  ..not  conte  up  late  building  any  more  houses. 

FOOD  INSPECTIONS . 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned  as  being  unfit  for 
human  eons umpt ion  s-  - 

\<+-  — * 

3  .tins  of  meat 5  -6  tins  of  fruity  51  packets  of  Oxtail  Soups 

1  pot  of  Dressed  Crab;  1  tin  of  Stabilised  Cream;  48  tins 
of ^Tomato  Juice;  -  2  tins  of 'Carrots;  24  packets  of  Tea; 
33elbs  of  Sultanas;  141bs  of  Currants. 

Assistance  has  been  given  to-  carry  out  meat  inspection  duties 
in  the  Rural  District  area,  whilst  the  Kings  bridge  Rural  District 
Council  Sanitary  inspector  has  been  on  holiday. 

BAKEHOUSES . 

The  four  bakehouses  were  inspected  regularly  and  were  kept  in 
a  satisfactory  condition, 

ICE  CREAM. 

17  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  -  all  satisfactory. 
OYSTER-BEDS  IN  THE  -ESTUARY . 

Samples  have  been  taken  of  various  types  of  shellfish,  all  of 
which  have  been  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

SCHOOLS. 

There  are  three  schools  in  the  district. 

During  the  year,  5  notices  were  received  referring  to 
17  children  who  wore  excluded  from  school  because  of  communicable 
disease  or  because  they  were  contacts. 

DISINFECTION. 

Routine  disinfection  has  been  carried  out  after  all  notif  je  d 
cases  of  Infectious  Disease. 

NUISANCES.  ,  ; 

12 .  complaints  of  nuisances  w  ere  received,  all  of  which 
dealt  with  by  informal  action. 


were 


CAMPING  BITES 


A  count  wa  s 
in  the  district5 


taken  in  August,  1954,  of  the  caravans  and 
and  the  result  was  as  follows 


tent 


Bead on  Road. 

O.s.  2177222. 

O.S.  272 
O.S.  276 

O.S.  332 

Ha nga r  Mill, 

o.s.  3S5 

O.S.  354 

O.S.  355 
O.s.  347/346 

O.s.  327 
o.s.  345 

Moult  Hill  (Collaton  Road). 
O.g.  402  . .  . . 

o.s. 369 

O.S.  358 


» 

20  caravans. 
13  tents. 

2  caravans. 
5  caravans. 
12  tents. 

1  caravan* 


1  caravan. 
1  caravan, 
4  tents. 

7  tents. 

9  tents. 

1  tent, 

1  caravan. 


12  caravans. 
18  tents. 

2  caravans. 

2  tents. 

3  caravans. 
3  tents • 


Southern  Mill 
“O.S.  4417448" 


South  Sands. 


liber tstowe. 
~S7TB8 


6  caravans. 

11  tents. 

12  tents. 


SEWERAGE. 

•  4.  ,  The  numerous  small  outfalls  in  the  Harbour  continue  h 

exist  and  are  periodically  cleared  and  kept  in  ordS. 
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FACT  OH  IBS  ACT  9  1937 


ASCRIBED  P1BSJCULAR&:.  OF  JT  HE  ADMINISTRATION 

/ 

OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 • 

'  ’  •'  '  '  ...  -  V;  1  .  '  'f  '  ' 

PART  1  OB  THE  ACT. 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  .health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector). 


\  • 
i 


r 


Premises 

(1) 


(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  19  29  3o  4 
and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities • 


No.  in 

Register.  Inspections. 


No.  of 

written 

Notices 


Occupiers 

prosecuted 

„  J6) _ 


7  7 


(ii)  Factories  not  included 

in  (i)  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced 

by  the  Local  Authority.  17 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 

which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers.’  premises). 


lam, 

Your  obedient  Servant3 

W.  C.  SMALES. 

Medical  Ofiicer  of  Health 


July  5  1955* 


